
SOUTH PLAINS COLLEGE IMPROVES EACH STUDENT’S LIFE   
PRINCIPLES OF FINANCIAL ACCOUNTING 

ACCT 2301 
INSTRUCTOR:  Shanna Donica                               OFFICE:  Technical Arts  #116 

          Levelland Campus 
email:  sdonica@southplainscollege.edu (please use the Blackboard system on the left menu for class 
related e-mail communication) 
  
PRE-REQUISITES:  There are no prerequisites for this course.  This course is designed for transfer to 
colleges and universities offering a Bachelor of Business Administration degree. 
 
COURSE MATERIALS:   
 
INCLUSIVE ACCESS: This means you have already paid for your course materials when you registered for the 

course.  You are not required to purchase an access from the bookstore or online. Textbook: The e-text and access 

code for this course (Financial and Managerial Accounting, 15e by Warren/Jones/Taylor) were charged to your tuition account 

when you registered through the Inclusive Access textbook program at South Plains College. That means the e-book edition of the 

textbook and required access code for CengageNow v2 (CNow) are provided to students through Blackboard from the first day of 

class. The fee for the e-book and access code is the lowest price available from the publisher and bookstore and is included in the 

student tuition/fee payment. Therefore, students do not have to purchase a separate textbook or access card for this course.  

• E-book features: Access to a cloud-based e-reader is provided by RedShelf via Blackboard. RedShelf e-book features 
include the ability to hear the text read aloud, highlight, take notes, create flash cards, see word definitions, build study 
guides, print select pages, and download up to 20% of the book for offline access. Visit https://solve.redshelf.com/hc/en-
us/requests/new for e-book issues and support. 

•  CengageNOW (CNOW) is the platform that will be used in ACCT 2301 and ACCT 2302. 
• You will access your course directly from Blackboard. 
• You DO NOT need a course key to access your course content.  
• This course qualifies for a discounted print option from your bookstore, please contact your bookstore directly if you would 

like to order a printed copy of your textbook. 

Below are student resources to help you navigate CNOWv2.  

CNOW Student Registration Video in Inclusive Access  
CNOW Registration via Inclusive Access  
CNOW Student Resources  
CNOW Student Training Resources  
CNOW Training Guide  
CNOW Quick Start Student Guide 
 
TECHNICAL SUPPORT FOR CENGAGENOW: 
 
If you have technical issues with CengageNow,  

• please contact their technical support by clicking on “Course Content” from the left menu in our course in 
Blackboard 

• Scroll down the list to “Cengage Technical Support”.  If it is a new issue they are not aware of, you have 
done a huge public service.  If it is just an issue for you, then the support tech will give you access to an 
online chat, toll-free phone number, or email (the email responses may be slower, so I would only use email 
contact as a last resort). 

https://solve.redshelf.com/hc/en-us/requests/new
https://solve.redshelf.com/hc/en-us/requests/new
https://play.vidyard.com/shUb57PXe9eCoThjwGbKVZ
https://www.cengage.com/coursepages/uploads/7ff16d3a-7ef2-4da1-9f2f-76a36145a861.pdf
https://www.cengage.com/training/cnowv2/?terms=&pageSize=300&pageNumber=1&sortBy=cengage:sequenceNumber&audience=Student&platform=CNOWv2
https://www.cengage.com/training/cnowv2/?terms=&pageSize=300&pageNumber=1&sortBy=cengage:sequenceNumber&audience=Student&platform=CNOWv2
https://embed.widencdn.net/pdf/plus/cengage/v5tenzzapb/gui_cnow2-stu-lms-user-guide.pdf?u=c8lcjz
https://cengage.widen.net/view/pdf/g9ylu97max/gui_cnowv2-stu-quick-guide.pdf?t.download=true&u=c8lcjz


 
 
COURSE GRADE WILL BE ALLOCATED BASED ON THE FOLLOWING POINT SCALE: 
 
Comprehensive Final Exam (in CengageNow) 345 points 345 
Exams--(T/F, M/C & Problems in CengageNow) 80 points each x 4 320 
Pre-test (in CengageNow) 10 points 10 
Introduction Assignment link in Blackboard  10 points 10 
Introduction Discussion link in Blackboard 10 points 10 
Syllabus Summary Assignment link in Blackboard 10 points 10 
Review Problem Quizzes (in CengageNow) 5 points each x 14 70 
Homework (in CengageNow) 15 points each x 14 210 
Animated Assignments (in CengageNow) 10 points each x 14 140 

 
Powerpoints and Homework solutions are available on 
the “Chapter Resources” link on the left menu in our 
Blackboard class.   The e-text & Study Tools are 
accessible from the “Course Content” link on the left 
menu in our Blackboard class.  Just scroll down to the 
“MindTap Reader for WarrenReeve Duchac Financial 
Managerial Accounting link in each folder. 

 No 
grade 

 Total Possible Points: 1,125 
  
Your Point Total:  Course Grade: 
895 or more points A 
795-894 B 
695-794 C 
595-694 D 
0-594 F 

  
No makeup exams or quizzes will be given and no late assignments, homework, or discussions will be 
accepted for any reason. 
All exams will be given online.  You will have at least a 72 hour window of opportunity to log in and take the 
exams at your convenience online.  Please plan ahead and do not wait until the last minute to take your exam.   
 
If you have other programs running or if you attempt to navigate to other websites (even the e-book) 
while you are taking an exam, your exam may close, stop responding, or automatically submit your work.  
Please focus solely on the exam while you are completing the work.  If you lose your internet connection 
for any reason, you must have a backup plan available at all times.  If your internet provider is 
unreliable, you may want to take your exams in an SPC lab (please check lab schedule in advance).  Any 
error that is not server-documentable as a Blackboard or CengageNow anomaly will not be considered 



for additional review.  You must notify your instructor of any Blackboard or CengageNow issues 
immediately after the event thru Blackboard email. 

   
Please remember that you can easily track your points to date using the “My Grades” link on the left 
menu in Blackboard.  The grades “sweep” from CNOW to Blackboard on a schedule, so if you do not see 
your points posted immediately after submitted in CNOW, you should see it updated in Blackboard 
within 24 hours. 
 
CengageNow:  EXAMS  (4 exams 80 points each): 
Exams are accessible in CNOW.  Each exam will consist of True/False, Multiple Choice, and short 
problems.  Each exam will be released at 4:00 pm Central Daylight time on the date scheduled on our class 
calendar (click on the “Syllabus and Schedule” link on our class left menu in Blackboard) and will close on the 
scheduled evening at 11:55 pm Central Daylight time.  The window of availability for taking the exam will be 
at least 72 hours so you will be able to log in and take it at your convenience.  You will be able to select the 
exam as soon as it is made available (based on our calendar).  In order to avoid accidentally opening an exam 
before you are ready, all exams and the final have the same password:  Iamready (as in “I am ready to take the 
exam”)   When you open the exam, you will have one and one/half  hours (90 minutes to complete and submit 
the exam).  Once you log in to take the exam, the clock begins and you will not be allowed to stop and 
resume the exam (if you lose your internet connection, just log back in..the clock will still be running but 
the system should allow you to resume).  Be sure to submit your homework and review quizzes by the due 
dates on CengageNow before you take the exam. 
  
Blackboard:  PERSONAL INTRODUCTION to your instructor “Course Content” Week 1 (10 points): 
Introduction must be submitted no later than the due date noted on the Calendar in “Syllabus and 
Schedule”.  This introduction will be made to your instructor only and can be accessed from the Assignments 
link on the left menu of our class left menu in Blackboard.  Click the “Write Submission” box to open a textbox 
to enter your response.  Please include contact information so I will be able to reach you personally.  I seldom 
have to utilize this information and I will guard your privacy by using this information only when and if 
absolutely necessary.  Please submit the following information by entering it directly into the submission box 
provided in the assignment, or cutting/pasting it from a word processor.  Please use the submission box below 
the instructions provided in the assignment—DO NOT  ATTACH A DOCUMENT!  If you attach the document 
rather than using the box provided for data entry, no credit will be given. 

Name: 
Address: 
Home/cell phone: 
Hometown: 
Major: 
Work and duties: 
Spare time activities (or if you had spare time--what would you do?) 
Favorite class so far (and why) 
Least favorite class so far (and why) 
Have you had experience with Blackboard before? 
Have you had any accounting course(s) before and where? 

 
 Blackboard:   PERSONAL INTRODUCTION to your classmates “Course Content” Week 1 (10 points): 
This class will be a community--and we need to know about the other members of our class.  Introduction 
must be submitted no later than the due date noted on the Calendar in “Syllabus and Schedule”.  Please 
submit a detailed personal introduction which includes information you are comfortable sharing with our class 
(to find it, click on the Discussions link on the left-hand column here in Blackboard).   Please use your first 
name (or nickname) and last name as the “Subject”  Please do not attach your introduction---simply type it in 
the “Message”  box provided beneath the instruction box or use your word processor and then “cut and paste” 



your information into the submission box.  Attached documents will not receive credit Any other information/ 
comments/questions you would like to add can be directed to the discussion board  
 
Blackboard:  SYLLABUS SUMMARY “Course Content” Week 1 (10 points): 
Please submit a 200 to 300 word summary of this syllabus using the Assignments link on Blackboard.  This 
summary should identify all that is required of you to be successful in this course.  Please use the 
“Submission” box to key in your summary and the “Add Comment” box for your questions or 
comments.  Please do not attach it as a word document or no credit will be given.  **If you copy and paste 
material from the syllabus, your submission will earn no credit.**  I want to know that you recognize what will 
be required of you in your own words.  The Syllabus Summary must be submitted no later than the due 
date noted on the Calendar on our class left menu in “Syllabus and Schedule”. 
  
CengageNow:  Pre-Test “Course Content” Week 1  (10 points): 
The Pre-test is designed to give you a practice exam in the online environment.  The quiz will be found in 
CNOW.  Select the quiz by clicking on it and you will begin seeing the multiple choice questions on this 
exam.  In order to avoid accidentally opening any exam before you are ready, all exams and the final have the 
same password:  Iamready (as in “I am ready to take the exam”).  A clock feature (usually appearing in the top 
right corner of your screen) will assist you in keeping track of your time limit on the exams.  Be sure to click on 
SUBMIT after completing each question and when you finish the exam.  Taking this quiz will allow you to 
check that your browser settings are correct.  Due date is noted on our class calendar as well as on the quiz list 
in the Assessments link. 
 
CengageNow:  EXAM REVIEW QUIZZES “Course Content” Consecutive Weeks  (70 points available if 
all exam review quizzes are correctly completed): 
Exam Review Quizzes will be available in CNOW.  The quizzes are designed to help you review required 
calculations for the 4 regular exams and the comprehensive final.  You will have 5 takes on each exam before 
the due date.  CNOW will keep your best score as of the due date, so practice helps you review.  The review 
quizzes are algorithmic (meaning you get different numbers each time you take it), so I recommend that you 
take the quiz when you are prepared for the first take and then print it out. My recommendation:  After I printed, 
I would take my printout and re-work each problem completely with lots of notes.  Use this first quiz take to 
assist you in perfecting the remaining 4 takes.  After the due date, you will still be able to review the quizzes, 
but your score will be finalized on the due date of the quiz.  Due dates will be noted on the quizzes in 
CengageNow.   Please note:  If you do not attempt a Review Quiz at least once before the due date, you will not 
be able to print or review later, but during the last week of classes, I will post copies with solutions to help you 
prepare for any you missed as you get ready to take your final. 
 
CengageNow:  HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS “Course Content” Consecutive Weeks  (210 points 
available if all assignments are correctly completed): 
Homework is assigned to facilitate your understanding of the material.  Read the chapter at least once, then 
attempt the exercises and problems.  Assignments must be submitted for credit BEFORE the due date 
(noted in CNOW.  NO LATE HOMEWORK WILL BE ACCEPTED--No exceptions!  As with the exams, 
please do not wait until the last minute to work on your homework assignments and have a backup plan 
in place in the event of a disruption in your internet access/personal computer problems.  All homework 
must be submitted through CNOW (which is utilized with the access code included with your new book or 
purchased separately if you bought a used book).  CengageNow is designed to give you feedback as you work 
(use the “Check My Work” and “Hint” buttons), and when you are satisfied with your response, use the “submit 
for grading” button to transmit your homework. The homework assignment list is available in 
CengageNow.   The grading of homework is based on points.  Points earned on homework will be based on 
assigned points in CengageNow.  
 
CengageNow:  ANIMATED ASSIGNMENTS “Course Content” Consecutive Weeks (140 points 
available if all assignments are correctly completed):  pre-class exercises, sample questions, clips, to guide 
you through core topics and relationships.  One attempt is allowed, but there is no time limit up until the due 



date.  Keep working through the material (like you do homework), and submit when due.  Reading the chapter 
in advance will be helpful preparation.  You will find them useful in mastering topics and procedures—they are 
provided in an easy link under assignments. 
Assignments must be submitted for credit BEFORE the due date (noted in CNOW and on the class 
calendar).  NO LATE ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED--No exceptions!  Please schedule time to 
begin these assignments right away and have a backup plan in place in the event of a disruption in your 
internet access/personal computer problems.  All animated assignments must be submitted through 
CNOW.  CNOW is designed to give you feedback as you work.   
 
 
ATTENDANCE: 
Successful completion of Financial Accounting is affected by your class participation. Each student will be 
expected to log in and complete all assignments and exams by the due date.  Whenever lack of participation 
becomes excessive, it may endanger your ability to complete minimum course objectives and requirements.  
You may benefit from talking with the instructor to review remaining work available and consider your options  
including withdrawing from the course.  Failure to complete the required assignments and exams at a success 
rate of D or better will result in a grade of F for the course.  If a student falls behind, they can proactively drop 
the course on or before the last day to drop (Thursday, April 28, 2021) to avoid an F on their transcript and this 
link has additional information about the process as well as a link to the required form: 
http://www.southplainscollege.edu/admission-aid/apply/schedulechanges.php 
 
 
LEARNING RESOURCES: 
Homework solutions to all discussion questions, exercises, and problems and chapter powerpoints are available 
on our class left menu in Blackboard under the Chapter Resources link.  Please use the homework solutions to 
help when you are having difficulty in solving the homework on CNOW2.  Practice and application of the 
concepts we are learning are very important steps in developing your analytical skills.  Don't circumvent that 
step by relying on the answers rather than attempting to solve the homework first on your own.  Please note that 
the solutions solve the problem using the variables presented in the Exercise or Problem as they appear in the 
textbook.  Your homework assignment is often algorithmic and will be marked ALGO, but you will execute the 
same processes, just with your numbers in CNOW.  There are also links for chapter powerpoints which can 
easily be printed to help review for the regular exams, homework solutions with notes, and a folder containing 
handouts that summarize steps or formulas to assist with homework. 
 
 
Diversity Statement: 
In this class, we will establish and support an environment that values and nurtures individual and group 
differences and encourages engagement and interaction. Understanding and respecting multiple experiences and 
perspectives will serve to challenge and stimulate all of us to learn about others, about the larger world and 
about ourselves. By promoting diversity and intellectual exchange, we will not only mirror society as it is, but 
also model society as it should and can be. 
 
Disabilities Statement: 
Students with disabilities, including but not limited to physical, psychiatric, or learning disabilities, who wish to 
request accommodations in this class should notify the Disability Services Office early in the semester so that 
the appropriate arrangements may be made. In accordance with federal law, a student requesting 
accommodations must provide acceptable documentation of his/her disability to the Disability Services Office. 
For more information, call or visit the Disability Services Office at Levelland (Student Health & Wellness 
Office) 806-716-2577, Reese Center (Building 8) 806-716-4675, or Plainview Center (Main Office) 806-716-
4302 or 806-296-9611.  

Non-Discrimination Statement: 
South Plains College does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability or age in 

http://www.southplainscollege.edu/admission-aid/apply/schedulechanges.php


its programs and activities. The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the non-
discrimination policies: Vice President for Student Affairs, South Plains College, 1401 College Avenue, Box 5, 
Levelland, TX  79336. Phone number 806-716-2360.  
 
Title IX Pregnancy Accommodations Statement: 
If you are pregnant, or have given birth within six months, Under Title IX you have a right to reasonable 
accommodations to help continue your education.  To activate accommodations you must submit a Title IX 
pregnancy accommodations request, along with specific medical documentation, to the Director of Health and 
Wellness.  Once approved, notification will be sent to the student and instructors.  It is the student’s 
responsibility to work with the instructor to arrange accommodations.  Contact Rebecca Canon, Director of 
Health and Wellness at 806-716-2362 or email rcanon@southplainscollege.edu for assistance.    
 
Campus Concealed Carry Statement: 
Texas Senate Bill - 11 (Government Code 411.2031, et al.) authorizes the carrying of a concealed handgun in 
South Plains College buildings only by persons who have been issued and are in possession of a Texas License 
to Carry a Handgun. Qualified law enforcement officers or those who are otherwise authorized to carry a 
concealed handgun in the State of Texas are also permitted to do so. Pursuant to Penal Code (PC) 46.035 and 
South Plains College policy, license holders may not carry a concealed handgun in restricted locations. For a list 
of locations and Frequently Asked Questions, please refer to the Campus Carry page at: 
http://www.southplainscollege.edu/campuscarry.php 
 
Pursuant to PC 46.035, the open carrying of handguns is prohibited on all South Plains College campuses. 
Report violations to the College Police Department at 806-716-2396 or 9-1-1. 

Electronic Assignments: 
This class will involve the use of the Internet and some access to discussion groups, forums, bulletin boards, e-
mail programs and/or chat rooms in order to complete the objectives of this class. Topics assigned by the 
instructor will be relevant to the objectives of this course. 
  
DISCLAIMER: “This is to notify you that the materials you may be accessing in chat rooms, bulletin boards or 
unofficial web pages are not officially sponsored by South Plains College. The United States Constitution rights 
of free speech apply to all members of our community regardless of the medium used. We disclaim all liability 
for data, information or opinions expressed in these forums. 
 
Classroom Discipline: 
Effective instruction is dependent on a classroom environment that promotes an equal opportunity for every 
student to learn. In doing this, the course instructor must insure that student conduct in the classroom does not 
hinder that learning experience. 
To insure that students understand what type of conduct is expected, descriptions of misconduct and the 
consequences of misconduct are detailed in the South Plains Student Guide.  Students should become familiar 
with the South Plains College Student Guide. It is an excellent resource for determining what constitutes 
misconduct and the process for dealing with it.  

mailto:rcanon@southplainscollege.edu
http://www.southplainscollege.edu/campuscarry.php
http://catalog.southplainscollege.edu/content.php?catoid=48&navoid=1286
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