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South Plains College 
Course Syllabus: ENGL 1301 

August 2021 

Instructor: Morgan Dixon 
Email Address: mdixon@lcisd.net; mdixon@southplainscollege.edu  
Office Hours: Black Days: 8:40-10:20; Red Days: 10:25-11:55 
Office Phone: (80) 863-7105 ext. 5617 

Department: English and Philosophy 

Discipline: English 

Course Number: ENGL 1301 

Course Title: Composi7on I 

Course DescripWon: This course is an intensive study and prac7ce of the composi7on process 
from inven7on and researching to draAing, revising, and edi7ng, both individually and 
collabora7vely. The curriculum includes the teaching of effec7ve rhetorical modes as well as 
audience, purpose, arrangement, style, and collateral readings. The instruc7onal focus is on 
wri7ng the academic essay as a vehicle for learning, communica7ng, and cri7cal analysis.  

Prerequisite: Students must be TSI-complete or waived in both wri7ng and reading. 

Credit: 3  Lecture:  3  Lab:  0 

This course parWally saWsfies a Core Curriculum Requirement: Communica7ons Founda7onal 
Component Area (010) 

Core Curriculum ObjecWves addressed: 
• CommunicaWons skills—to include effec7ve wriOen, oral and visual communica7on 
• CriWcal thinking skills—to include crea7ve thinking, innova7on, inquiry, and analysis, 

evalua7on and synthesis of informa7on 
• Teamwork—to include the ability to consider different points of view and to work 

effec7vely with others to support a shared purpose or goal 
• Personal Responsibility—to include the ability to connect choices, ac7ons, and 

consequences to ethical decision-making. 

Student Learning Outcomes:  Upon successful comple7on of this course, students will: 
1. Demonstrate knowledge of individual and collabora7ve wri7ng processes. 
2. Write essays that exhibit logic, unity, development, and coherence. 
3. Develop ideas with appropriate support and aOribu7on. 
4. Write in a style appropriate to audience and purpose. 
5. Read, reflect, and respond cri7cally to a variety of texts. 
6. Use American English, with an emphasis on correct grammar, parallelism, punctua7on, 

spelling, and mechanics, in language appropriate for academic essays. 
7. Write a minimum of six 500-word essays. 
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Student Learning Outcomes Assessment:  A wri7ng assignment graded by a rubric will be used 
to determine the extent of improvement that the students have gained during the semester. 

Textbook: 
Langan, John. College Wri*ng Skills with Readings. 10th ed., McGraw-Hill. Note: This textbook is 
a digital copy found within Blackboard.  

Supplies:   
• Three-ring binder to keep class notes, PowerPoint printouts, and essay materials. 
• Charged iPad 
• S7cky notes - recommended 

Technology Requirements: 
1. SPC username and password: email helpdesk@southplainscollege.edu or call the SPC 

Help Desk at 806-716-2600 for help with your username/password 
2. SPC student email access:  

o SPC Student Email Account: If you haven't already, you must go ahead and 
ac7vate your SPC student email account. Not only will you need access to your 
SPC email account to receive TURNITIN digital paper submission receipts for our 
class, but you must use it to communicate with me. 

▪ Your SPC Email address is: yourSPCusername@southplainscollege.edu 
(ex. jsmith1234@southplainscollege.edu).  

▪ Your student email password is the same as your Blackboard password. 
If you need help, call the SPC Help Desk at 806-716-2600. 

▪ To access your SPC email account, log in to MySPC here 
▪ You can also set up access to your SPC email account through mobile 

phone mail apps, such as default smartphone Mail app or the Outlook 
app.  

▪ Check with the SPC Help Desk for assistance: 806-716-2600. 
3. Blackboard: grades, assignments, quizzes, videos, and many other resources for this 

class are accessed through the Blackboard learning management system. Use your SPC 
creden7als to log in here: hOps://southplainscollege.blackboard.com  

4. Office 365: Word and PowerPoint: As a member of the SPC community, you have free 
access to Office 365. Office 365 provides free online access to MicrosoA Word, MicrosoA 
Excel, MicrosoA PowerPoint, and 1TB of free online storage with MicrosoA OneDrive. 
You can use Office 365 online or download for free and install to your PC, Mac, or mobile 
device.  

o To access Office 365 for free as an SPC student, go to hOps://www.office.com 
and sign in with the following creden7als: 
SPCusername@southplainscollege.edu and your SPC password.  

o You can then click the link for the individual applica7on you want to use online, 
or click the install office link towards the top right to install the applica7on to 
your computer. 

Computer Help: need help with your computer, laptop, email address, username/password? 
• helpdesk@southplainscollege.edu 
• 806-716-2600 

Ebook Help:  
• McGraw-Hill: hOps://mhedu.force.com/CXG/s/ContactUs?external_browser=2   

mailto:jsmith1234@southplainscollege.edu
https://fs.southplainscollege.edu/adfs/ls?wa=wsignin1.0&wtrealm=urn:portal.southplainscollege.edu:443&wctx=https://portal.southplainscollege.edu/_layouts/15/Authenticate.aspx?Source=%25252F&wreply=https://portal.southplainscollege.edu/_trust/default.aspx
https://southplainscollege.blackboard.com
https://www.office.com
mailto:helpdesk@southplainscollege.edu
https://mhedu.force.com/CXG/s/ContactUs?external_browser=2
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• TexBook Informa7on (Inclusive Access): hOps://www.southplainscollege.edu/
texbook.php  

• TexBook Help: hOps://solve.redshelf.com/hc/en-us  
•  SPC Bookstore: newell@texasbook.com or agamble@texasbook.com  

Blackboard Help:   
1. Get Help by Email: blackboard@southplainscollege.edu  

o Be sure to include your full name, your instructor's name, the course and sec7on 
you are enrolled in, and a detailed descrip7on of the problem.  

o The blackboard@southplainscollege.edu account is monitored from 8:00 a.m. – 
10:00 p.m., Monday – Sunday. 

o You can expect a response within 24 hours by email; however, the average 
response 7me is less than one hour.  

2. Get Help by Phone: 806-716-2180 (available between 8 AM and 4 PM Monday through 
Friday, except on holidays) 

3. Get Help Online: click on the Help link listed in the Blackboard course menu. 

Course EvaluaWon:  A final leOer grade will be assigned based on this grading scale: A (90-100), B 
(80-89), C (70-79), D (60-69), F (59 and below). Essay pornolio grades are usually made up of an 
outline, peer review workshop, and final draA. Essays include, but are not limited to, the 
following:  

• NarraWon Essay 
• DescripWon Essay 
• DefiniWon Essay 
• Argument/Cause and Effect Essay 

Assignments will either summa7ve or forma7ve and include, but are not limited to, the 
following:  

 FormaWve Assessments - 60% 
• Rough DraAs 
• Peer Reviews 
• Reading Analyses 
• Quizzes 
• Daily Work/Wri7ng 

  
 SummaWve Assessments - 40% 

• Final DraAs 

Final Exam - 20% 

Essay Assessment Guidelines:  
Essays may earn grades ranging from A to F based on the instructor's grading scale. Depending 
on the assignment, certain criteria may be weighted more than others, and the instructor's 
assignment may establish addi7onal, more specific criteria. The quality of each of the criteria 
determines the leOer grade. Not every essay will fit a single grade's descrip7on completely. 
Instructors may also include process assignments and draAs in their assessment of the final 
grade. 

https://www.southplainscollege.edu/texbook.php
https://www.southplainscollege.edu/texbook.php
https://solve.redshelf.com/hc/en-us
mailto:tfewell@texasbook.com
mailto:agamble@texasbook.com
mailto:blackboard@southplainscollege.edu
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“A” Essay (Superior) 
To earn an “A,” a paper meets all of the criteria below: 
1. The paper fulfills all the basic requirements of the assignment (for example, topic, purpose, 

length, format). 
2. Unity: The paper states a clear thesis, all topic sentences strongly support the thesis, and 

body paragraphs are unified around their topic sentences. The essay conveys a clear purpose 
and is tailored to a dis7nc7ve audience.  

3. Support: Body paragraphs contain abundant, fresh details and examples that provide 
specific, concrete, logical evidence. If sources are required, the paper accurately integrates 
and correctly documents credible source material to add insight, sophis7ca7on, and 
complexity to the paper’s ideas. 

4. Coherence: The organiza7on of the paper is excellent and logical (empha7c order, 
chronological order, etc.), transi7ons are sophis7cated, and the paper exhibits mastery of 
basic components (introduc7on, conclusion, and body paragraph structure). 

5. Sentence Skills: The paper contains no major errors (fragment, fused sentence, comma 
splice, subject-verb agreement, pronoun reference or agreement, verb form) and is virtually 
free of other grammar, spelling, wrong word, punctua7on, mechanical, or point of view 
errors. Word choice and sentence variety (simple, compound, complex) are effec7ve and 
powerful. 

“B” Essay (Strong) 
To earn a “B,” a paper meets all of the criteria below: 
1. The paper fulfills all the basic requirements of the assignment (for example, topic, purpose, 

length, format). 
2. Unity: The paper states a clear thesis, all topic sentences directly support the thesis, and 

body paragraphs display unity. The essay conveys good awareness of purpose and audience.  
3. Support: Body paragraphs are well-developed with specific details, examples, and sound 

logic. If sources are required, the paper accurately uses and correctly documents credible 
source material to supplement its ideas. 

4. Coherence: The organiza7on of the paper is clear and helpful, transi7ons are helpful, and 
the paper exhibits strong basic components (introduc7on, conclusion, and body paragraph 
structure). 

5. Sentence Skills: The paper contains no more than two major errors (fragment, fused 
sentence, comma splice, subject-verb agreement, pronoun reference or agreement, verb 
form) and very few other grammar, spelling, wrong word, punctua7on, mechanical, or point 
of view errors. Word choice and sentence variety are strong.  

“C” Paper (Acceptable) 
To earn a “C,” a paper meets all of the criteria below: 
1. The paper fulfills all the basic requirements of the assignment (for example, topic, purpose, 

length, format). 
2. Unity: A thesis is stated but may lack a strong claim or be obvious or predictable; topic 

sentences adequately support the thesis. One error in paragraph unity may occur. The 
essay’s purpose and audience are adequately conveyed. 

3. Support: Body paragraphs contain relevant details or logical reasons but need more specific 
examples/evidence. If sources are required, credible outside sources are usually integrated 
and cited correctly. 

4. Coherence: Organiza7on of ideas is sa7sfactory, transi7ons are logical, and the paper 
indicates competence in basic components (introduc7on, conclusion, and body paragraph 
structure). 
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5. Sentence Skills: The paper contains no more than four major errors (fragment, fused 
sentence, comma splice, subject-verb agreement, pronoun reference or agreement, verb 
form). Some other grammar, spelling, wrong word, punctua7on, mechanical, or point of 
view errors are present but not distrac7ng. Word choice and sentence variety are strong.  

“D” Paper (Developing) 
To earn a “D,” a paper will exhibit one or more of the weaknesses below: 
1. The paper only par7ally fulfills one or more of the basic requirements of the assignment (for 

example, topic, purpose, length, format). 
2. Unity: The thesis may announce the topic but no claim, contain more than one idea, or be 

too vague, too broad, or too narrow. Topic sentences are not 7ed to the thesis. Two errors in 
paragraph unity may occur. Essay conveys liOle awareness of audience or purpose. 

3. Support: Details are sparse or vague and consist of generaliza7ons, clichés, or repe77on. If 
applicable, sources are insufficient and/or not always integrated or cited correctly. 

4. Coherence: Organiza7on is aOempted but disjointed or confusing; transi7ons are sparse. The 
paper indicates awareness of but not competence in basic components (introduc7on, 
conclusion, and body paragraph structure). 

5. Sentence Skills: The paper contains no more than six major errors (fragment, fused 
sentence, comma splice, subject-verb agreement, pronoun reference or agreement, verb 
form). Several other grammar, spelling, wrong word, punctua7on, mechanical, or point of 
view errors distract from the content. Informal word choices occur with liOle or no variety in 
sentence type and length.  

“F” Paper (Unacceptable) 
To earn an “F,” a paper will exhibit one or more of the weaknesses below: 
1. The paper fails to fulfill one or more of the basic requirements of the assignment (for 

example, topic, purpose, length, format). 
2. Unity: The thesis is illogical, incomplete, or missing, so the essay lacks focus on one central 

idea. Topic sentences are missing, so body paragraphs lack unity. The essay ignores the 
purpose and audience. 

3. Support: Details are illogical, irrelevant, or missing from body paragraphs. If sources are 
required, the paper fails to use sources, does not meet the minimum source requirements, 
uses source material inaccurately, uses sources that are not credible, fails to document fully 
or correctly, and/or includes plagiarism. 

4. Coherence: Organiza7on is incoherent, transi7ons are missing or illogical, or the paper 
indicates lack of competence in basic paper components (for example, lack of introduc7on 
and/or conclusion, lack of paragraphing). 

5. Sentence Skills: Seven or more major errors (fragment, fused sentence, comma splice, 
subject-verb agreement, pronoun reference or agreement, verb form) occur with numerous 
other grammar, spelling, wrong word, punctua7on, mechanical, or point of view errors. 
Word choice is oAen inaccurate, immature, or inappropriate. Mul7ple sentence structure/
syntax errors make the paper difficult or almost impossible to read. If one type or a 
combina7on of types of errors, regardless of whether they are major or minor, seriously 
affects the readability of a paper, it will receive an “F.” 

Student ResponsibiliWes: Students are expected to: 
1. Be on 7me and regularly aOend class 
2. Be responsible for the learning process, including prepara7on for class, such as reading 

and homework; par7cipa7on in class discussions, including asking relevant ques7ons; 
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geyng assignments and/or notes if absent; and accep7ng responsibility for not 
understanding an assignment or failing an assignment 

3. Be responsible for having an appropriate aytude and using appropriate language in 
academic environments; not use condescending, inflammatory, threatening, or profane 
rhetoric, whether verbally or in wriOen form, in academic environments 

4. Have respecnul behavior toward instructor and classmates in order to contribute to the 
atmosphere necessary for learning 

5. Be responsible for courteous ac7ons to others, especially by puyng away cell phones 
and other distrac7ons while in class 

6. Be responsible for wri7ng down all grades and applying them to the grading scale used 
for the class, which is shown in the course’s policy statement/syllabus 

7. Submit all assignments in accordance with due dates, formats, and requirements 
8. Avoid all forms of chea7ng and plagiarism on all assignments, including improper 

collabora7on 
9. Ask ques7ons when something is unclear. 

Afendance Policy:  SPC has an aOendance policy which states: 

Students are expected to a:end all classes in order to be successful in a course. The student may 
be administra*vely withdrawn from the course when absences become excessive as defined in 
the course syllabus. 

When an unavoidable reason for class absence arises, such as illness, an official trip authorized 
by the college or an official ac*vity, the instructor may permit the student to make up work 
missed. It is the student’s responsibility to complete work missed within a reasonable period of 
*me as determined by the instructor.  Students are officially enrolled in all courses for which they 
pay tui*on and fees at the *me of registra*on. Should a student, for any reason, delay in 
repor*ng to a class aGer official enrollment, absences will be a:ributed to the student from the 
first class mee*ng. 

Students who enroll in a course but have “Never A:ended” by the official census date, as 
reported by the faculty member, will be administra*vely dropped by the Office of Admissions and 
Records.  A student who does not meet the a:endance requirements of a class as stated in the 
course syllabus and does not officially withdraw from that course by the official census date of 
the semester, may be administra*vely withdrawn from that course and receive a grade of “X” or 
“F” as determined by the instructor. Instructors are responsible for clearly sta*ng their 
administra*ve drop policy in the course syllabus, and it is the student’s responsibility to be aware 
of that policy.  

It is the student’s responsibility to verify administra*ve drops for excessive absences through 
MySPC using his or her student online account. If it is determined that a student is awarded 
financial aid for a class or classes in which the student never a:ended or par*cipated, the 
financial aid award will be adjusted in accordance with the classes in which the student did 
a:end/par*cipate and the student will owe any balance resul*ng from the adjustment. 

TurniWn.com: All essays will be submiOed through turni7n.com, which will generate a plagiarism 
report.  This is a requirement for all wri7ng submissions. 

http://turnitin.com/
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Plagiarism and CheaWng: Students are expected to do their own work on all projects, quizzes, 
assignments, and papers. Failure to comply with this policy will result in an F for the assignment 
and can result in an F for the course if circumstances warrant. 

Plagiarism viola7ons include, but are not limited to, the following: 
1. Turning in a paper that has been purchased, borrowed, or downloaded from another 

student, an online term paper site, or a mail order term paper mill; 
2. Cuyng and pas7ng together informa7on from books, ar7cles, other papers, or online 

sites without providing proper documenta7on; 
3. Using direct quota7ons (three or more words) from a source without showing them to 

be direct quota7ons and ci7ng them; or 
4. Missing in-text cita7ons. 

Chea7ng viola7ons include, but are not limited to, the following: 
1. Obtaining an examina7on by stealing or collusion; 
2. Discovering the content of an examina7on before it is given; 
3. Using an unauthorized source of informa7on (notes, textbook, text messaging, internet) 

during an examina7on, quiz, or homework assignment; 
4. Entering an office or building to obtain unfair advantage; 
5. Taking an examina7on for another; 
6. Altering grade records;  
7. Copying another’s work during an examina7on or on a homework assignment; 
8. Rewri7ng another student’s work in Peer Edi7ng so that the wri7ng is no longer the 

original student’s; 
9. Taking pictures of a test, test answers, or someone else’s paper. 

Student Code of Conduct Policy: Any successful learning experience requires mutual respect on 
the part of the student and the instructor. Neither instructor nor student should be subject to 
others’ behavior that is rude, disrup7ve, in7mida7ng, aggressive, or demeaning. Student 
conduct that disrupts the learning process or is deemed disrespecnul or threatening shall not be 
tolerated and may lead to disciplinary ac7on and/or removal from class. 
Dropping our class: Before you withdraw from our class, please contact me or talk to your 
advisor. There may be a way for you to get back on track. 

• Check the SPC Academic Calendar here to find out the last day to drop a course for this 
semester: hOp://www.southplainscollege.edu/academiccalendar/index.php 

• To drop this class, fill out and submit this form online:  hOps://forms.office.com/Pages/
ResponsePage.aspx?
id=ZrGRbWrP6UWeIqAmJdCCqVjMnZs6h15Nrs0pqCo_sElUODExTUFXS0JOODhJOTlYM0
NEV1kzRk9GMSQlQCN0PWcu 

• You are not required to obtain an instructor signature to drop. There will be no charge 
for drops for the fall or spring semesters.   

• For addi7onal informa7on regarding schedule changes, drops and withdrawals, click 
here.  

Withdrawing from all SPC classes: If you wish to withdraw from all courses, ini7ate that 
process with the Advising Office. Schedule an appointment with an advisor by visi7ng hOp://
www.southplainscollege.edu/admission-aid/advising/spcadvisors.php or by calling 
806-716-2366.  

http://www.southplainscollege.edu/academiccalendar/index.php
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=ZrGRbWrP6UWeIqAmJdCCqVjMnZs6h15Nrs0pqCo_sElUODExTUFXS0JOODhJOTlYM0NEV1kzRk9GMSQlQCN0PWcu
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=ZrGRbWrP6UWeIqAmJdCCqVjMnZs6h15Nrs0pqCo_sElUODExTUFXS0JOODhJOTlYM0NEV1kzRk9GMSQlQCN0PWcu
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=ZrGRbWrP6UWeIqAmJdCCqVjMnZs6h15Nrs0pqCo_sElUODExTUFXS0JOODhJOTlYM0NEV1kzRk9GMSQlQCN0PWcu
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=ZrGRbWrP6UWeIqAmJdCCqVjMnZs6h15Nrs0pqCo_sElUODExTUFXS0JOODhJOTlYM0NEV1kzRk9GMSQlQCN0PWcu
http://www.southplainscollege.edu/admission-aid/apply/schedulechanges.php
http://www.southplainscollege.edu/admission-aid/apply/schedulechanges.php
http://www.southplainscollege.edu/admission-aid/advising/spcadvisors.php
http://www.southplainscollege.edu/admission-aid/advising/spcadvisors.php
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Disability Statement: Students with disabili7es, including but not limited to physical, psychiatric, 
or learning disabili7es, who wish to request accommoda7ons in this class should no7fy the 
Disability Services Office early in the semester so that the appropriate arrangements may be 
made. In accordance with federal law, a student reques7ng accommoda7ons must provide 
acceptable documenta7on of his/her disability to the Disability Services Office. For more 
informa7on, call or visit the Disability Services Office at Levelland (Student Health & Wellness 
Office) 806-716-2577, Reese Center (Building 8) 806-716-4675, or Plainview Center (Main Office) 
806-716-4302 or 806-296-9611. 

NondiscriminaWon Policy: The instructor will do his or her best not to discriminate on the basis 
of age, color, disability, ethnic background, gender, na7onal origin, race, religion, sexual 
orienta7on, or veteran status.  

Diversity Policy: In this class, the instructor will endeavor to establish and support an 
environment that values and nurtures individual and group differences and encourages 
engagement and interac7on.  Understanding and respec7ng mul7ple experiences and 
perspec7ves will serve to challenge and s7mulate all par7cipants to learn about others, about 
the larger world, and about themselves.  

Title IX Pregnancy AccommodaWons: If you are pregnant, or have given birth within six months, 
under Title IX you have a right to reasonable accommoda7ons to help con7nue your educa7on.  
To ac7vate accommoda7ons you must submit a Title IX pregnancy accommoda7ons request, 
along with specific medical documenta7on, to the Director of Health and Wellness.  Once 
approved, no7fica7on will be sent to the student and instructors.  It is the student’s 
responsibility to work with the instructor to arrange accommoda7ons. Contact Crystal Gilster, 
Director of Health and Wellness at 806-716-2362, or email cgilster@southplainscollege.edu for 
assistance.  

Note: The instructor reserves the right to modify the course syllabus and policies, as well as 
no7fy students of any changes, at any point during the semester.

mailto:cgilster@southplainscollege.edu

